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<Abstract>
The Communication of Biblical Messages through Artistic Works
and the Problem of Bible Translation
focusing on Siku’s The Manga Bible: NT-Raw

Prof. Jayhoon Yang (Hyupsung University)

This article inquires into the relationship between Christian messages and the
contemporary culture. It suggests five critical approaches of literary, artistic,
historical, theological and acceptability dimensions in dealing with Bible-related
cultural productions. The literary approach analyses the literary dependance on
the Bible of the artistic work. The artistic approach answers to the question of
how the work communicates with the reader through artistic methods. The
historical dimension examines how faithful the work is to the historicity. The
theological question is related to the author’s theology, especially Christology.
The question of acceptability is concerned with the communication between the
producer and the target consumer, and is followed by statistical works, its
analysis and evaluation. The first three dimensions are eventually centered on
the question of theological question as literary, artistic and historical questions
reflect the producer’s theology.

This article examines Siku’s The Manga Bible NT-Raw (2007) as a sample
using these approaches and evaluates this artistic work, and thus provides a
guideline to interpret and criticise these productions. It suggests that this artistic
work maintains the low-Christology, highlighting the face of Jesus as a man
rather than God himself. It argues that the author attempts to communicate to the
non-Christians or anti-Christians, and that the four dimensions collaborate with
one other to achieve this aim. The literary examination reveals that it relies on
the Synoptic gospels rather than John, and that its coverage extends from the
birth of Jesus to the apostles’ mission and the last day, which is interpreted as an
attempt to introduce Christianity to its outsiders. The artistic features of this
work also serves to fulfill the purpose of this work to communicate the gospel to
non-Christians, especially those living in contemporary culture. Historical
examination of this work suggests that it tries to be faithful to historical
authenticity while being open to employ modern images so as to enhance the
communication with modern readers which also contributes to the aim of this
work.

This article also discusses the current situation concerning Bible productions
in Korea, and suggests some aspects that Korean Christianity should consider
with regard to the Bible teaching/translation in facing the age of postmodernity
where various cultures and values coexist.
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